Port of Ridgefield

Regular Meeting Minutes

September 3, 2008

Present:
Joe Melroy

Bruce Wiseman
Roy Randel

Laurie Olin

Brent Grening 
Randy Mueller
Bill Eling

Michael Williams
Wonder Baldwin

Scott Hughes

Jeanette Ludka
Roy Garrison


Allene Wodaege
Scott Fraser

Jon Palimenri
Ed Blodgett

Marie Stephenson
David Roe
Absent:
Jim Maul
1. CALL TO ORDER:

Chair Bruce Wiseman called the Port of Ridgefield Commission meeting to order at the hour of 6:02 p.m.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Chair Wiseman led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA AND MINUTES:
Commissioner Joe Melroy reviewed the minutes of the August 13, 2008 regular meeting and made the motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Commissioner Roy Randel seconded the motion. The motion was carried.

4. CORRESPONDENCE:

Chair Wiseman stated he will be attending the Environmental Seminar in Bellingham Washington that will be held on September 25 - 26, 2008. 

Laurie Olin stated the up-coming Waterfront Development Conference in Bellingham, WA in her opinion, would be a unique conference for the Commission to attend. The conference is regarding new waterfront development information.  
Brent stated the “typo” in the Columbian Newspaper on the Opinion page regarding the Discover Corridor article has been corrected.

The Port of Ridgefield is invited to attend a Ridgefield Business Association reception on Thursday, September 25, 2008 from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m.

The Port of Ridgefield received an invitation to a birthday party for Mayor Ron Onslow on September 13, 2008 starting at 4:00 p.m.

Brent stated the Port of Ridgefield is not interested in selling the North Pole Yard property. He will prepare a letter to the City of Ridgefield to convey this decision. He also plans to meet with the City of Ridgefield on September 15th to discuss any further questions.
5. CALL FOR PUBLIC COMMENT:

Roy Garrison expressed his appreciation and gratitude for receiving the 2008 Heritage Group award presented by the Port of Ridgefield at the Heritage event.
Marie Stephenson stated the 5th Annual Commissioner’s Picnic last Wednesday was well attended. She also added that it was good to see the Boy and Girl Scouts providing service at the picnic.

It was suggested to the Port staff by the Commission to send Commissioner’s Picnic invitations early to the local officials to ensure they are notified in advance of the event.

Allene Wodaege applauded Brent’s efforts for the article in the Columbian Newspaper. She stated the picnic was a great success and it was good to see various organizations present at the picnic. She suggested the Port purchase several large tents for the picnic instead of renting them. She also suggested the tents can be shared with other Ridgefield community organizations.

Commissioners Melroy & Wiseman reiterated purchasing the tents and sharing the tents with the City of Ridgefield and other community events.
Allene expressed her concerns regarding the overflow of boat trailers from the boat launch. She stated large numbers of boat trailers are parking on the streets in downtown Ridgefield.

Commissioner Melroy stated the Port of Ridgefield is seeking to find solutions to alleviate the overflow problem from the boat launch. Commissioner Randel stated, in his opinion this would be a good opportunity for an entrepreneur to start a shuttle service in Ridgefield.
Allene stated she agrees with Scott Hughes’ comments from the last Port meeting, to have the Sewer Treatment center relocate to a different location other than the Port of Ridgefield.

6. FINANCE REPORT:
Payments of Bills:  The payment of bills were completed by Jeanette Ludka, reviewed and approved by Commissioner Melroy. Commissioner Melroy made a motion to approve the payment of the bills for the month of September. Commissioner Randel seconded the motion. The motion was carried to pay the bills. Jeanette stated that the Port has paid $494,622.89 in invoices and payroll since the last Commission approval of the bills.

 Jeanette stated the July interest earned for the Port was $15,640.33.

7. OLD BUSINESS:

The 5th Annual Commissioner Picnic Report:  The Picnic was reported a huge success.
Ball Janik Services Agreement Update: Brent stated this is a legal firm that represents the Port of Ridgefield in Washington D.C. regarding the transportation budget. The Port’s status has not changed. Commissioner Melroy stated this firm is paid a monthly flat rate to lobby for the Port of Ridgefield. 
Public Comments from the Commissioner’s Picnic: Brent read public comments received from the Picnic.

Commissioner Randel stated he met with Commissioner Jerry Oliver from the Port of Vancouver regarding the Railroad Overpass Bridge. 
They also discussed other topics: future property development between the Port of Ridgefield and the Port of Vancouver; discovery corridor, industrial and commercial developments; protecting the industrial property and how the 179th Street project proposes an issue for protection against commercial property.

Ridgefield Business Association: Brent stated the Ridgefield Business Association wants to make a presentation to the Port of Ridgefield regarding organizational planning. Commissioner Randel stated he welcomed a relationship with them and wants to know more about their association. Commissioner Melroy stated their association protects land from commercial developers. 
Commissioner Randel stated, in his opinion there is too much discussion regarding retail for the county. His focus is on promoting zoning developments and suggested the Port of Ridgefield be involved. Randy Mueller stated the Port of Ridgefield can potentially be the voice for the Ports of Clark County to speak towards promoting more industrial development than commercial. Commissioner Randel stated his discussion with Commissioner Oliver centered on the Port of Ridgefield working collectively with the Port of Vancouver in promoting more industrial development. 
Brent will attend the North County Leadership meeting tomorrow morning at 7:30 a.m. at the Battle Ground City Hall.

8. NEW BUSINESS:

Resolution No. 08-190 - A RESOLUTION APPROVING EXECUTION OF A PURCHASE AND SALE AGREEMENT FOR THE PURCHASE OF REAL PROPERTY, SUBJECT TO DUE DILIGENCE AND SATISFACTION OF CONDITIONS: Brent stated Resolution No. 08-190 refers to the residential property owned by Mrs. Violet Simpson. He stated she has offered to sell the property to the Port of Ridgefield and this resolution gives the Port authority to pursue the sale agreement of the property. He stated the Port will make an offer on the property and verify the title. Commissioner Melroy made a motion to approve the resolution. Commissioner Randel seconded the motion. The motion was carried. Commissioner Randel stated he is not opposing the Port’s decision to purchase this property.  However, he did expressed concerns regarding the future and beneficial use of the property. Chair Wiseman and Brent stated the property could potentially be used for additional parking for the boat launch.
Resolution No. 08-191 - A RESOLUTION APPROVING EXECUTION OF A PURCHASE AND SALE AGREEMENT FOR THE PURCHASE OF REAL PROPERTY, SUBJECT TO DUE DILIGENCE AND SATISFACTION OF CONDITIONS: Brent stated this resolution relates to the Boutwell Property, which is the lot north of Mrs. Simpson’s property. Commissioner Melroy made a motion to approve the resolution. Commissioner Randel seconded the motion. The motion was carried.
Brent stated the resolutions are standard transactions and the purchase and sale agreements will be done separately.

Waterfront Development Tour, Update: Brent stated this is a special meeting for the Commission. This is a work session to view and discuss waterfront development and properties. He stated the lead architect from Group Mackenzie, Dick Spies will expound on the effectiveness of the Port’s property which will reveal the value and his creativity in a way that staff can understand. 
The planner from Group Mackenzie, Todd Johnson will share visions of how the waterfront property square footage can be maximized to better serve the needs of the Port and Ridgefield. 

Randy stated the new meeting location for the tour on Friday, September 5th is the Waterfront Park near the “Who-Song & Larry’s” restaurant at 10:00 a.m. Randy stated the tour is provided and coordinated by Group Mackenzie. 

9. CALL FOR PUBLIC COMMENT:

Roy Garrison stated the Port of Ridgefield in his opinion should include the Port of Woodland in the Discovery Corridor development discussions.

Chair Wiseman stated at 7:00 p.m. the Port of Ridgefield will conduct an executive session for 15 minutes to discuss a personnel matter Pursuant RCW 42.30.110 (1) (g). It was stated that no subsequent action by the Commission will be required.
10. ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business or public comments, Chair Wiseman motioned to adjourn the meeting of August 13, 2008. Commissioner Melroy seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned at 7:20 p.m. 

The next Commission meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, September 24, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. The meeting will be held at the Port of Ridgefield office in the downstairs conference room, located at 111 West Division Street in Ridgefield.

________________________________
_______________________________

Bruce Wiseman



Joe Melroy

________________________________
Roy Randel
Respectfully submitted,

Wonder Baldwin

Administrative Assistant
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