Port of Ridgefield

Regular Meeting Minutes

July 23, 2008

Present:
Joe Melroy

Bruce Wiseman
Roy Randel

Laurie Olin

Brent Grening 
Randy Mueller
Bill Eling

John Barbieri

Michael Williams
Wonder Baldwin
Marie Stephenson
Lee Wells
Scott Hughes

Jeanette Ludka
Roy Garrison

Tony Zubin

Ginger Metcalf
David Roe

Kim Capeloto

Students:
Riley


Jamison

Nick





Max

Absent:
Scott Fraser

Jim Maul
1. CALL TO ORDER:

Chair Bruce Wiseman called the Port of Ridgefield Commission meeting to order at the hour of 6:01 p.m.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Chair Wiseman led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA AND MINUTES:
Commissioner Roy Randel reviewed the minutes of the July 9, 2008 regular meeting and made the motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Commissioner Joe Melroy seconded the motion. The motion was carried.

4. CORRESPONDENCE:

Brent Grening spoke on the following correspondences:
Ball Janik: He received an e-mail regarding a transportation bill that was passed but stated there was nothing passed regarding the overpass project. He will keep everyone posted on any updates.
Transportation Meeting: This meeting is facilitated by Congressman Brian Baird and is scheduled for August 6, 2008 from 1:30 – 3:00 p.m. at the Clark County Public Training Building on the 6th floor.  
Roundtable Discussion: He noted the date change for the roundtable discussion to August 6th instead of August 5th.
Clark County Board of Commissioners Candidates Breakfast: Commissioner Melroy will be attending the breakfast that is scheduled for Friday, August 1st.

National Night Out: The “National Night Out” event is scheduled for Tuesday, August 5th at Davis Park in Ridgefield.
Urban Waterfront Revitalization Conference:  He reminded everyone the conference is scheduled for September 10 – 12, 2008 in Bremerton, Washington. Those attending are: Brent, Randy Mueller, Commissioners Wiseman and Melroy. It was concluded that the Wednesday, September 10th Port meeting will be changed to Wednesday, September 3, 2008.

5. CALL FOR PUBLIC COMMENT:

Scott Hughes welcomed Commissioner Randel back to the Port’s regular meetings.
Marie Stephenson announced the Ridgefield Business Association will hold a forum with the Clark County Board of Commissioners candidates next Thursday, July 30th at 6:30 p.m. at the Community Center in Ridgefield. The candidates will answer questions from the Ridgefield community.

Several Ridgefield students read an apology letter to the Port of Ridgefield for vandalizing Port property on July 4th. Commissioner Randel accepted their apology and mentioned to them that they remember to respect community space at all times. Chair Wiseman stated he appreciated the students making the public announcement and also reiterated that they respect public property. Brent presented estimated dollar amounts the Port of Ridgefield has spent replacing and/or repairing property items damaged by vandalizism.
6. FINANCE REPORT:

Cash Report – Jeanette Ludka reviewed the current weekly cash balance for the Port. The current balance is $5,742,861.70. 
7. OLD BUSINESS:

Commissioner Melroy inquired about an update on the signage improvements at the Port of Ridgefield.  It was stated that kayak signs are in progress.
Commissioner Randel asked how the Port of Ridgefield can be directly involved in the 179th Land Use Project. Commissioner Melroy suggested the Port of Ridgefield contact the director of the project to obtain more information and ways the Port can offer their support to the project.

8. NEW BUSINESS:

City of Ridgefield Capital Facilities Plans (Update) –  Brent gave his testimony to the Planning Commission regarding the sewer treatment plan and the Port of Ridgefield. He noted he is scheduled to give another testimony to the City council on Thursday, July 24th.
Columbia River Crossing Coalition – A discussion was generated by Ginger Metcalf from the Identify Clark County regarding the Port of Ridgefield offering financial support for staff and growth of the Columbia River Crossing Coalition. Commissioners Randel and Melroy stated their support for the project and coalition, but voiced concerns regarding the process and details of the project. Brent expressed his concerns regarding the cost and scope of the project. 
Ginger agreed there needs to be a process to make the project effective and noted the coalition is waiting to be approved for financial support from the Federal and State Governments to begin the project. She named several financial partners that have joined the Columbia River Crossing Coalition to support the Columbia River Crossing Project. It was concluded that the Port of Ridgefield supports the Columbia River Crossing Coalition and Project; however no dollar amount was determined. 

Chair Wiseman invited Ginger and the coalition to host a booth at the Port’s Annual Commissioner Picnic that will be held on Wednesday, August 27th from 4:00 – 9:00 p.m.   
Environmental Remediation Project Update: Laurie Olin presented the following remediation project updates: The RI (remedial investigation) for cell 3 (from Division Street to the boat launch) and a draft FS (feasibility study) are completed and have been submitted to the Washington State Department of Ecology. The RI work plan for cells 1, 2, and 4 is complete and comments have been received from the Washington Department of Ecology. The Port was required to install 15 additional wells, which have been completed. Monitoring well sampling will take place over the entire site during the month of August.  She stated Pat Kirby and Kevin Oldham will be taking 59 samples. She reported the steam injection system is performing well and process began in area 3 in the beginning of April and the “NAPL” recovery is still increasing.  She stated that to date the Port has collected 2,000 gallons from area 3 for a total of 19,383 gallons. She explained “sludge”, which is a product of the treatment system and noted the Port has sampled the sludge and was able to calculate the amount of “NAPL” it contained. She reported that out of 803,508 pounds of sludge, the Port has recovered 2,125 gallons of “NAPL”. She reported the Port is doing well on the current budget and the NW Natural rate increase should increase the Port’s natural gas costs by $45,000 per year.
Regional Sewer Planning Update: Brent attended a group meeting regarding the cooperation for the regional sewer planning project. He voiced how the Port would bring support to the sewer planning project. He stated this was a meeting to build relationships and to move forward on the planning. Commissioner Melroy asked about an update of the group’s findings. Brent stated they have coordinated a regional approach. 
BirdFest Update: Brent recommended the Port continue to contribute $1,500 yearly to the BirdFest Association. He mentioned the BirdFest Association requested to use the Port’s boat launch parking area in October, 2008 to conduct a music venue event. Commissioner Randel suggested the association provide the Port with proof of insurance before they use the facility. 

Commissioner Randel suggested nominating the “Ridgefield Roundabout Project” as architectural excellence for an architectural award. Commissioner Melroy added nominating the “Seventh Day Adventist Project” also.  
9. CALL FOR PUBLIC COMMENT:

Lee Wells announced the City Council will meet tomorrow to discuss the First Reading of the comprehensive plans for the overpass project. 
Marie Stephenson suggested Abram’s Park as an option for the BirdFest Association to use for their October Music Venue event; she stated the park has more space and parking area. 
Brent announced the emergency defibrillator is located in the downstairs conference room on the wall next to the west end door.  
10. ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business or public comments, Commissioner Randel motioned to adjourn the meeting of July 23, 2008. Commissioner Melroy seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 

The next Commission meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, August 13, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. The meeting will be held at the Port of Ridgefield office in the downstairs conference room, located at 111 West Division Street in Ridgefield.
________________________________
_______________________________

Bruce Wiseman



Joe Melroy

________________________________
Roy Randel
Respectfully submitted,

Wonder Baldwin

Administrative Assistant
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