Port of Ridgefield

Regular Meeting Minutes

July 22, 2009
Present:
Joe Melroy

Scott Hughes

Scott Fraser

Laurie Olin

Bill Eling

Wonder Baldwin
Jeanette Ludka
Lee Wells

Gary Adkins
Rhidian Morgan
Randy Mueller
Jon Babcock
Dennis Mason
Michael Williams
1. CALL TO ORDER:

Chair Joe Melroy called the Port of Ridgefield Commission meeting to order at the hour of 10:00 a.m.
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Chair Melroy led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
3. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA AND MINUTES:
Commissioner Scott Hughes reviewed the minutes of the July 8, 2009 regular meeting and made the motion to approve the minutes with a minor correction under the Finance Report. Chair Melroy seconded the motion. The motion was carried.

4. CORRESPONDENCE:
Urban Reserve Workshop: Randy Mueller stated that the City of Ridgefield will hold an Urban Reserve workshop tonight at 6:00 p.m. at the Ridgefield Community Center.  
5. CALL FOR PUBLIC COMMENT:

No public comments at this time.
6. FINANCE REPORT:
Cash Balance:  Jeanette Ludka reported the 3.3% interest rate received from Umpqua Bank will be changing to the Local Government Investment Pool (LGIP) rate of .7396% plus 30 basis points which will generate a rate of 1.04%.
She stated on the June budget versus actual report, the Port of Ridgefield is ahead from last year on the marina revenue by 15%.

7. OLD BUSINESS:
I-5/179th Street Zoning Project: Randy Mueller provided information requested by the Commission from the last Port meeting presented by Clark County regarding the Local Revitalization Financing proposal for the I-5/179th street interchange area. Randy explained and distributed a memorandum defining “mixed use” and the uses that are currently planned for this area under the existing zoning. 

Chair Melroy and Commissioner Hughes expressed interest in participating in the planning process of this project, which would potentially involve Ridgefield and the discovery corridor. Chair Melroy stated this project impacts the property owners of Ridgefield. Port staff will contact Clark County and provide dates, time and location of these meetings at the next Port meeting. 
Gary Adkins stated in his opinion, the extension of 219th Street west should be included this project. 
8. NEW BUSINESS:
Fire Department Presentation: Dennis Mason and Jon Babcock from the Clark County Fire and Rescue Department showed a video marketing their boat project fund-raiser. They explained that this video is a fund-raiser to purchase new equipment and provide safe environments for the district they serve. He invited the Port of Ridgefield to participate in this effort. Chair Melroy stated this was a good project for the Port of Ridgefield to become potential partners. 
Chair Melroy invited the Clark County Fire and Rescue to display a booth at the Commissioner’s picnic. They accepted and will contact Michael Williams for participation details.

Gary Adkins stated the U.S. Coast Guard will provide a 24 foot inflatable boat (that will be in the water) and a vessel for tours at the upcoming Commissioner’s Annual Picnic on August 21, 2009.

Business Development Report: Randy provided a business development update on the following that required no action from the commissioners: 

WSDOT fill material – The Ridgefield Interchange Project is currently out to bid, with the bid opening scheduled for July 29th. The Port’s Lake River Site has been designated a Non-Mandatory Disposal site for this project, which means that the eventual chosen contractor may choose to bring waste soils to our site to be stockpiled for future use in remediation and redevelopment. He reported everything is on track for the Port to begin receiving waste fill material as soon as late August of this year.
Wine Industry study – Staff have researched the subject of potential Port involvement in the local wine industry for the past 5 months. He stated that staff recommends moving forward, with an expanded research effort into best ways to stimulate this sector of the local economy and further the Port’s mission of job creation. Much of the information the Port needs on this subject can be gleaned from the staff at our sister ports, and from our existing contacts in the fields of real estate development and economic development. Other information may need to be professionally researched by outside consultants, so staff is also currently defining a scope and budget for outside consultant work. He stated staff will continue to keep the commission and public updated on the progress.

Pioneer Street Railroad Overpass – Earlier in the year, as part of the federal FY2010 appropriations process, the Port submitted a funding request for $1.5M to bring the Pioneer Street Railroad Overpass (RROP) to level of 90% design. It is too soon to know whether the request will be successful.

Last week the Port submitted an additional funding request for $8.65M, which would fully fund the project through completion. This request was in response to the proposed 18-month congressional extension of current Transportation Authorization legislation. According to the most recent information, instead of funding a full multi-year transportation package, Congress is considering this short-term extension and delaying the big transportation package until early 2011. This is due to other demands on their time, such as attempting health care reform and economic recovery efforts.

While it is extremely unlikely that there will even be any earmarks in this 18-month extension, staff has consulted with our lobbyist and local congressional delegation’s staffers and proceeded forward with the full request.

It was stated the Brent Grening and Commissioner Bruce Wiseman are attending the Toxic Waste Workshop in Seattle today and unable to attend today’s meeting.

Rhidian Morgan asked how many trains pass through the city of Ridgefield. The response was between 80 – 100 trains daily. 
9. CALL FOR PUBLIC COMMENT:

Lee Wells stated the Ridgefield Neighborhood Association met last Monday. He stated one of the topics discussed was the long range goals of C-Tran. He mentioned a potential Park and Ride at the 29th & 219th Streets. There was also discussion involving potential use of a Park & Ride in the Ridgefield area.
10. ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business or public comments the meeting was adjourned at 11:07 a.m. 
The next Commission meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, August 12, 2009 at 10:00 a.m. The meeting will be held at the Port of Ridgefield office in the downstairs conference room, located at 111 West Division Street in Ridgefield.
________________________________
_______________________________

Joe Melroy




Scott Hughes
Respectfully submitted,

Wonder Baldwin

Administrative Assistant
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