Port of Ridgefield

Regular Meeting Minutes

June 25, 2008

Present:
Joe Melroy

Bruce Wiseman

Brent Grening



Laurie Olin

Randy Mueller

Bill Eling



John Barbieri

Michael Williams

Wonder Baldwin


Scott Fraser

Scott Hughes


Lee Wells



Roy Garrison

Cyrus Yamin


Ed Blodgett



Marie Stephenson


Absent:
Roy Randel



Jeanette Ludka

1. CALL TO ORDER:

Chair Bruce Wiseman called the Port of Ridgefield Commission meeting to order at the hour of 6:00 p.m.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Chair Wiseman led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA AND MINUTES:
Commissioner Joe Melroy reviewed the minutes of the June 11, 2008 regular meeting and made the motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Chair Wiseman seconded the motion. The motion was carried.

4. CORRESPONDENCE:

Commissioner Melroy made a motion to excuse Commissioner Roy Randel from this meeting for medical reasons. Chair Wiseman seconded the motion. The motion was carried.

Brent Grening spoke briefly on the following correspondences: 

Ridgefield City Council – Brent will attend this meeting on Thursday, June 26, 2008 from 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. The meeting is held at the Ridgefield City Hall and is regarding the Industrial Park agreement.  

Urban Waterfront Revitalization Conference – This conference is held in Bremerton, WA and hosted by the City of Bremerton. The conference is scheduled for September 10 -12, 2008 and held at the Kitsap Conference Center. Brent and Randy plan to attend.

5. CALL FOR PUBLIC COMMENT:

 Scott Hughes congratulated the Port of Ridgefield on having a clean audit report.

6. FINANCE REPORT:

 Brent reviewed the Cash on hand report for the Port of Ridgefield.

7. OLD BUSINESS:

Ridgefield Planning Commission Presentation Report – Brent stated that he, Randy Mueller, and Commissioner Melroy attended this meeting on June 18, 2008. He stated that the Port of Ridgefield presented the waterfront property information to the Ridgefield Planning Commission and that the Port is moving forward on the plans for the waterfront development. He thanked the Ridgefield Planning Commission for allowing the Port to present the information. He drafted a letter to them suggesting how they can provide input and be involved in moving the planning process forward. He stated the Port of Ridgefield will adopt a new plan in September, 2008 and will keep the planning commission informed.

Cyrus Yamin representing himself, voiced his concerns regarding the amount of money spent on the remediation project and the waterfront planning process. He voiced his disappointment in the Port regarding planning of the site and the clean-up process.  He inquired about seeking a private partner to develop the master plan for the property and wanted to see more amenities for the public included in the plans.  He also wanted to see the investment return to the public of the dollars spent.  

Chair Wiseman stated that the site is special to Ridgefield and its residents, which is why the Port of Ridgefield invited the public to the open house meetings to provide input. He stated that at these meetings, the Port explained the waterfront planning process, provided updates and addressed questions from the public. Chair Wiseman stated the Port’s consultants took the information provided by the public and incorporated it into the Port’s comprehensive plans. He stated that the $40 million was a dedicated funding amount established to clean-up the site. Cyrus stated, in his opinion, this is public money that is used. Brent explained the reason for the clean-up of the site is to protect human health in the environment. However, the new site access via the Rail Overpass could generate a financial return. Brent also stated that the financing component of the redevelopment and environmental clean-up is complex and layered – therefore the return on the public’s investment would include tangible and intangible items.  

Brent also explained the difference between the comprehensive plan and the waterfront master plan.  Brent stated in redeveloping the property there is a possibility of the Port using a private development partner.  Cyrus also inquired about the traffic studies that have been developed by the consultants. Brent stated that redevelopment process will likely happen in phases and is requesting continual feedback from the public and community.  

Port Presentation of Battle Ground City Council Report – Brent presented the current Port of Ridgefield projects to the City of Battle Ground at the June 18th meeting. He noted that the City of Battle Ground has concern of the 219th intersection area. Commissioner Melroy stated that while attending this meeting, the Port of Ridgefield developed clear communication and cooperation with the other north county constituents and noted this will assist them in developing a closer working relationship with the Clark County Commissioners. He stated that the Port can act as a liaison between the Clark County Commissioners and the north county stakeholders in terms of communicating information and sharing the same ideas. 

8. NEW BUSINESS:

Resolution 08-186 – A Resolution Appointing the Directors of the Ridgefield Economic Development Corporation – After Brent distributed this resolution, Commissioner Melroy made a motion to adopt resolution 08-186 to appoint the directors of the Ridgefield Economic Development Corporation (REDC). Roy Garrison corrected his address on the resolution, the correct address is 1186 South 30th Place; Ridgefield, WA 98642. Chair Wiseman seconded the motion. The motion was carried. 

The by-laws from the Ridgefield Economic Development Corporation were distributed to the new members, Scott Hughes and Roy Garrison.  The Commission thanked past REDC board members Kim Capeloto and Gary Adkins for their six years of service.

Resolution 08-187 – A Resolution of the Port of Ridgefield Board of Commissioners Position Regarding the Columbia River Crossing Locally Preferred Alternative –Brent distributed and explained this resolution. He stated that Commissioner Roy Randel has reviewed the resolution. Brent noted the section regarding the “mode of public transit through downtown Vancouver” was added to the resolution and information regarding the “replacement bridge” is also included. He stated Commissioner Randel represents the Port of Ridgefield, Port of Vancouver and the Port of Camas-Washougal on the Regional Transportation Council. Brent made a recommendation to the commission to adopt this resolution. Commissioner Melroy made a motion to adopt this resolution. Chair Wiseman seconded the motion. The motion was carried.

CRC Draft EIS Comment – Brent stated this is an information letter and a formal draft for the CRC Project which be recorded in the formal records. Randy stated that even though the meeting has taken place, the task force is accepting public comments for the next 60 days.

Sale of Industrial Park Parcel to City of Ridgefield – Brent distributed a diagram of the parcel that the City of Ridgefield is requesting to purchase from the Port of Ridgefield. He made a recommendation to the commission to sign the purchase agreement. Commissioner Melroy made a motion for the Port’s Executive Director, Brent Grening, to sign the agreement for the sale of the property. Chair Wiseman seconded the motion. The motion was carried.

Consultant Reports – Scott Fraser stated that the residential property economy is elevated at this time and has impacted the sales of commercial property. However, the Port of Ridgefield’s new tenants are leasing the property at no cost to the Port which generates more revenue for the Port.

9. CALL FOR PUBLIC COMMENT:

Ed Blodgett stated that the SEPA agreement for the Port of Ridgefield will expire on June 30, 2008 and offered to address any additions at this time. Brent thanked Ed Blodgett for his expertise in working with the Port of Ridgefield and noted that his detailed and clear reports assisted in generating a clear audit for the Port.

10. ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business or public comments, Commissioner Melroy motioned to adjourn the meeting of June 25, 2008. Chair Wiseman seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned at 7:12 p.m. 

The next Commission meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, July 9, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. The meeting will be held at the Port of Ridgefield office in the downstairs conference room, located at 111 West Division Street in Ridgefield.
________________________________
_______________________________

Bruce Wiseman



Joe Melroy

Respectfully submitted,

Wonder Baldwin

Administrative Assistant
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