Port of Ridgefield

Regular Meeting Minutes
June 11, 2008
Present:
Joe Melroy

Bruce Wiseman

Brent Grening


Laurie Olin

Jeanette Ludka

Randy Mueller


Bill Eling

John Barbieri


Michael Williams


Wonder Baldwin
Scott Fraser


Scott Hughes



Jim Maul

Lee Wells


Roy Garrison




Absent:
Roy Randel

Presenters:
Sharon Nasset



Jason McEathron
1. CALL TO ORDER:

Chair Bruce Wiseman called the Port of Ridgefield Commission meeting to order at the hour of 6:00 p.m.
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Chair Wiseman led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA AND MINUTES:
Commissioner Joe Melroy reviewed the minutes of the May 28, 2008 regular meeting and made the motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Chair Wiseman seconded the motion. The motion was carried.
4. CORRESPONDENCE:

Brent Grening spoke briefly on the following correspondences: 
August 23rd Ceremonial Event - Brent and Chair Wiseman will attend the “First Walk” ceremonial opening of the Vancouver Land Bridge. The event will start at 9:00 a.m.
I-5/SR 501 Ridgefield Interchange Project - Brent received an e-mail from Mike Clark, the Engineering Services Manager with the Washington State Department of Transportation, regarding his response to a Ridgefield citizen concerning the Ridgefield interchange.

Columbia River Economic Development Council – The CREDC Investor’s Luncheon will be held at the Vancouver Hilton Convention Center on Thursday, June 19th from 12:30 – 1:45 p.m. Brent stated those attending should contact Wonder Baldwin for registration. 
5. 2006-07 AUDIT REPORT:

Brent introduced Jason McEathron from the Washington State Auditor’s Office to present the audit report for the Port of Ridgefield. He thanked Kirk Gresham for his knowledge of the Port’s operation process. 

Jason stated that the Washington State Auditor’s Office conducted an audit of the Port of Ridgefield’s records from January 1, 2006 through December 31, 2007. 
The auditor reviewed the areas of contract compliance, bid law, conflict of interest, disbursements and open public meetings. Jason stated that the State Auditor’s Office concluded that the Port complied with state laws and regulations and that the internal controls were adequate to safeguard public assets; therefore, there are no findings or management letters to present. Commissioner Melroy stated he was pleased with the report from the auditor. He and Brent publicly thanked the Accounting Manager, Jeanette Ludka for her accurate and organized accounting records for the Port of Ridgefield. Everyone applauded Jeanette for an outstanding job in making the audit a smooth and clean process. Jason thanked the Port of Ridgefield for their cooperation and efforts in providing accurate and timely documentation when requested by the auditor. He also commended the Port for its move to proactively bring all of its records into compliance with the Governmental Accounting Standards Board (GASB) Statement No. 49 – a new method of reporting pollution remediation obligations for 2006 and 2007, a year earlier than required by the state.  
6. CALL FOR PUBLIC COMMENT:
Sharon Nasset, from the Economic Transportational Alliance and the North Portland Association, gave a brief presentation regarding her perspective of the Columbia River Crossing project. She distributed information regarding the I-5 task force and stated that the CRC is required by law to conduct a comprehensive study comparing cost, neighborhood impacts, etc. and noted that the study, in her opinion, is not complete and sufficient data has not been submitted. Chair Wiseman asked how many properties are affected by the project. Sharon stated there are 150 homes on the Vancouver side of the river that are affected. Randy stated the RTC (regional transportation commission) has five options relating to the project and asked Sharon which option would relate to the Port of Ridgefield to represent a voice on the RTC board. She made a recommendation of not building a bridge at this time. Randy Mueller stated he will contact Commissioner Roy Randel with this information. He also asked her about her view regarding the replacement bridge with light rail. She stated she is an advocate for the replacement bridge. 
7. FINANCE REPORT:
Payments of Bills – The payment of bills were completed by Jeanette Ludka, reviewed and approved by Commissioner Melroy. Commissioner Melroy made a motion to approve the payment of the bills. Chair Wiseman seconded the motion. The motion was carried to pay the bills. Jeanette stated that the Port has paid $491,766.30 in invoices and payroll since the last commission approval of the bills.

8. OLD BUSINESS:

CRC Update – Brent stated on June 26th there will be a public meeting facilitated by the Regional Transportation Council from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. at Battle Ground City Hall located at 109 SW 1st Street, Suite 221 in Battle Ground. He plans to voice the Port’s recommendations at the meeting and provide direction of the outcome to Commissioner Randel. He also stated that the Port is not one of the stakeholders in the I-5 improvements process and the Port is not in support of building a new bridge at this time, more discussion will take place when Commissioner Randel is in attendance.
I-5 & Pioneer Street Interchange Funding Update – Brent reported that the revised cost for the new project is estimated to be $44 million. He distributed a memo prepared jointly with Justin Clary and the Port of Ridgefield to raise an estimated amount of $40 million for this project and noted the recommendations are mentioned in the memo. Brent stated the Port of Ridgefield and the City of Ridgefield will meet with the Federal and State offices to seek assistance with funding this project.
New Northwest Business Exposition Report – Brent gave much thanks to Michael Williams, Director of Marketing, for his efforts in making the 2008 Business Opportunity Expo a  huge success. Michael commented that everyone’s participation made the Expo a success. Commissioner Melroy stated the public requested the event be held annually. Roy Garrison commended everyone on a fantastic job in making the Expo a success and is looking forward to next year’s Expo. Randy stated the presentations of the panels from the Expo event were recorded by CVTV and posted on their website.  
9. NEW BUSINESS:
There was no new business.
10. CALL FOR PUBLIC COMMENT:

Lee Wells thanked the Port of Ridgefield for their efforts in making the New Northwest 2008 Business Opportunity Expo a success.
11. ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business or public comments, Commissioner Melroy motioned to adjourn the meeting of June 11, 2008. Chair Wiseman seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned at 7:32 p.m. 
The next Commission meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, June 25, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. The meeting will be held at the Port of Ridgefield office in the downstairs conference room, located at 111 West Division Street in Ridgefield.
________________________________
_______________________________
Bruce Wiseman



Joe Melroy
Respectfully submitted,

Wonder Baldwin

Administrative Assistant
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