Port of Ridgefield

Regular Meeting Minutes

April 8, 2009
Present:
Joe Melroy

Bruce Wiseman
Scott Hughes

Laurie Olin

Brent Grening
Bill Eling

Michael Williams
Wonder Baldwin
Jeanette Ludka

Marie Stephenson
David Taylor

John Barbieri
Gary Adkins

Jim Maul

Lee Wells

Absent:
Randy Mueller

1. CALL TO ORDER:

Chair Joe Melroy called the Port of Ridgefield Commission meeting to order at the hour of 6:00 p.m.
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Chair Melroy led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
3. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA AND MINUTES:
Commissioner Bruce Wiseman reviewed the minutes of the March 24, 2009 regular meeting and made the motion to approve the minutes as presented. Commissioner Scott Hughes seconded the motion. The motion was carried.

4. CORRESPONDENCE:
Comments on the following items were made by Brent Grening:
WPPA Port Day: Brent stated the Port received personal “thank-you” letters from the Washington Public Ports Association Executive Director, Eric Johnson for their efforts in attending the Port Day events in Olympia.
Law Seminars International: Brent stated the Law Seminars International is offering a Natural Resource Damages Claims conference that is scheduled on July 9 -10, 2009. He asked Bill Eling if the Port would benefit from this conference at this time. Bill answered there may be some benefit to the Port. Brent mentioned he will meet with Chris Herman to clarify the Port’s position.
Determination of Nonsignificance (DNS) Resolution No. 5-2009: Brent made mention of this resolution that the Port received from the Port of Vancouver regarding the Port of Vancouver’s adoption of the resolution amending it’s Comprehensive Scheme of Harbor Improvements and Industrial Development.
5. CALL FOR PUBLIC COMMENT:

Gary Adkins stated the United States Coast Guard wants to post a Notice of Memorandum to boaters at the Port’s boat launch. He approached the commission in regards to installing a reader board to post boater information to mariners at the boat launch site. Gary stated he will pursue the nature of the memorandum and report back to the commission at a later time. Michael Williams stated he is in the process of making preparations to install a reader board for postings at the boat launch area.
6. FINANCE REPORT:
Payment of the Bills:  The payment of the bills was completed by Jeanette Ludka, reviewed and approved by Commissioner Bruce Wiseman. Commissioner Wiseman made a motion to approve the payment of the bills for the month of April. Commissioner Hughes seconded the motion. The motion was carried to pay the bills. Jeanette stated that the Port has paid $524,493.70 total cash payment in invoices since the last commission approval of the bills.
Cash Report:  Jeanette Ludka presented the weekly cash report in the usual format. 

Port Treasurer’s Bank Selection Recommendation: Commissioner Wiseman stated that his recommendation as treasurer is that the Port of Ridgefield continues banking with Umpqua Bank and select Key Bank to be a second financial institution for the Port. He moved to designate these banking institutions as the banks for the Port of Ridgefield. Commissioner Hughes seconded the motion. The motion was carried.
7. OLD BUSINESS:
There was no old business discussed at this time.
8. NEW BUSINESS:
Spring WPPA/Port Meeting Conflict:  It was mentioned that due to the Spring meeting being scheduled on May 13 – 14, 2009 it was decided to move the May 13, 2009 regular commission meeting to Wednesday, May 6, 2009 at 6:00 p.m.
Public Hearing regarding Orphan Property Reschedule: The public hearing for this property is scheduled for Wednesday, May 6, 2009.
North County Leadership Meeting: A reminder was mentioned that the monthly North County Leadership meeting is tomorrow at 7:30 a.m. and will be held at the Battle Ground City Hall.
Port Website Unveiling: Michael Williams conducted a presentation of the Port’s new Website.  He noted the new Website was made available two weeks ago and that the new Website is user friendly and more appealing to potential employers. The new Website has the ability and capability to conduct polls and questionnaires. Laurie Olin asked if the new Website advertises the Port’s upcoming events. Michael answered yes. 
The commission was very pleased with the new Website.
WPPA Port Day Report: Brent reported in his opinion, the Port Day in Olympia was very successful. He stated the Governor’s Reception and the Port’s meeting with Representative Jaime Herrera was pleasingly productive. There were 25 Ports showcased at the event. Chair Melroy inquired about the commission photo taken with Representative Herrera. Michael Williams stated he will contact her office regarding the photo.
9. CALL FOR PUBLIC COMMENT:

Commissioner Wiseman stated Alex Madrigal is writing an article about the Port’s remediation project. 
Gary Adkins inquired about the meeting with Senator Maria Cantwell and Congressman Brian Baird regarding the Federal Stimulus Funding. Brent stated this meeting was cancelled.
10. ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business or public comments Chair Melroy made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:33 p.m. Commissioner Wiseman seconded the motion. The motion was carried. 
The next Commission meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, April 22, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. The meeting will be held at the Port of Ridgefield office in the downstairs conference room, located at 111 West Division Street in Ridgefield.
________________________________
_______________________________

Bruce Wiseman



Scott Hughes
________________________________

Joe Melroy

Respectfully submitted,

Wonder Baldwin

Administrative Assistant
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