Port of Ridgefield

Regular Meeting Minutes

April 22, 2009

Present:
Joe Melroy

Bruce Wiseman
Scott Hughes

Laurie Olin

Brent Grening
Bill Eling

Michael Williams
Wonder Baldwin
Jeanette Ludka


Marie Stephenson
Alan Hughes

Justin Cleary

Lee Wells

Scott Fraser

Richard Haig

Roy Garrison

Lisa Willis

Absent:
Randy Mueller

1. CALL TO ORDER:

Chair Joe Melroy called the Port of Ridgefield Commission meeting to order at the hour of 6:00 p.m.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Chair Melroy led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA AND MINUTES:
Commissioner Scott Hughes reviewed the minutes of the April 8, 2009 regular meeting and made the motion to approve the minutes as presented. Commissioner Bruce Wiseman seconded the motion. The motion was carried.

4. CORRESPONDENCE:

Comments on the following items were made by Brent Grening:

Brent acknowledged today is Administrative Professionals Day today and thanked Wonder Baldwin for her efforts at the Port.

Roy Randel Memorial Game: The memorial game in honor of Commissioner Roy Randel starts at 4:30 p.m. on Friday, May 1, 2009 at the View Ridge Ball Park in Ridgefield.  

5. CALL FOR PUBLIC COMMENT:

There were no comments from the public at this time.

6. FINANCE REPORT:

Cash Report:  Jeanette Ludka stated the Port is earning an interest of 4.4% – 5.0% on the CD’s at this time. The state rate is 1.0689.

March Finance Report: Jeanette presented the March budget versus actual report, revenues and expenses are on target for the end of March. The total income is at 26.41% and the total expense is at 19.2%.

Banking Update: Brent stated that the Port met with Key Bank representatives today to discuss banking services opportunities. 

He mentioned that the Port is in the process of determining which bank will serve as the primary and secondary banks for the Port of Ridgefield. Chair Melroy asked Commissioner Wiseman to keep the commission informed when a decision has been made. 

7. OLD BUSINESS:

There was no old business to discuss at this time.

8. NEW BUSINESS:

Consideration of Port/City Joint Waterfront Vision Statement:  Brent read a document stating that the City of Ridgefield and the Port of Ridgefield are committed to ensuring the continuation of new development that will enhance the quality of life for the Ridgefield community through creation of a diverse range of jobs and well-planned residential areas. To meet this commitment, both entities pledge to partner through combining of resources, as necessary, to ensure that sufficient infrastructure capacity is available to enable and sustain this growth. 

Justin Cleary stated that this topic is on the agenda for discussion at tomorrow’s Ridgefield City Council meeting.

Commissioner Wiseman made a motion to approve this document as read. Commissioner Hughes seconded the motion. The motion was carried.

3-Port Regional Meeting: This meeting will be hosted by the Port of Ridgefield and is scheduled for Thursday, May 7, 2009 from 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. A location has not been determined at this time. Brent stated this meeting is designed to stimulate discussion and increase mutual understanding between the Port Commissioners of the three Clark County ports. These ports are the Port of Ridgefield, Port of Vancouver and the Port of Camas-Washougal.

Scott Fraser asked that the commission discuss with the other Ports the possibility of getting business leads directly from Washington State CTED. Scott is concerned that the ports are not being informed of important business leads.

WPPA Spring Meeting: Brent stated this meeting is scheduled for May 13 – 14, 2009 in Pasco Washington. 

PNWA Mid-Year Meeting: Brent stated this meeting is scheduled for June 29 – July 1, 2009 in Chelan Washington. He mentioned that the agenda will discuss topics such as CTED and the effort to promote a sustainable Washington State and the federal hydropower projects like those on the Columbia Snake River System. 

Environmental Clean-up Report: Alan Hughes reported that they have finished the characterization testing for cell 4, which indicates that this cell is clean. He stated that the environmental team is in the process of submitting a report to the Washington State Department of Ecology. Alan stated they plan to move to steam area 4 on July 1, 2009.

I-5 Interchange Planning Update: The Washington State Department of Transportation has asked the Port of Ridgefield to take soil from the I-5 Interchange Project once construction starts. However, before the soil can be moved onto the Port’s property, the soil must be tested for contaminants. Brent stated there are no known contaminants in the soil at this time, but the Washington State Department of Ecology and the Port have requested that the soil be tested prior to its placement on the Port’s site – neither WDOE nor the Port want to accidently place outside contamination on Port property.

Richard Haig asked which areas of the site are clean at this time. Brent stated that the North Pole Yard is clean. Brent stated that the Port of Ridgefield will move to steam area 4 once funding has been approved.

Justin Cleary stated that the City of Ridgefield is having a workshop with the Washington State Department of Transportation regarding the contract bidding of the I-5 Interchange Project. He stated that the deadline for submitting applications is June 27, 2009. 

Brent asked Justin the estimated cost of the demolition project and will the Port of Ridgefield have to cover this cost. Justin stated that the Port of Ridgefield will not need to cover the estimated demolition cost.

Pioneer Street Railroad Overpass Project: The Port has forwarded several letters of support for the Rail Overpass to Congressman Baird’s office.  The letters support the Port’s application for the “Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act” funding.  The Port submitted its funding request as a, “High Priority Project”.   A letter from the City of Ridgefield was included.  The City supports design and construction of the overpass as an “important regional project” and has committed some of the matching funds needed for its completion. 

Regional Waste Water Planning Update: Brent mentioned that this meeting, which he attended yesterday, covers huge amounts of information which will attract potential clients to the Port of Ridgefield.

Integrated Planning Grant Application Update: Brent stated the Port of Ridgefield has applied for an Integrated Planning Grant from the Department of Ecology to coordinate planning and revitalization efforts in both the downtown and waterfront areas of Ridgefield. The Port of Ridgefield is the lead applicant, with the City in an active support role.  If awarded, the $200,000 request would fund a number of planning and research projects during the 2009-2011 biennium. 

9. CALL FOR PUBLIC COMMENT:

The Wednesday, May 13, 2009 regular meeting has been changed to Wednesday, May 6, 2009. 

Commissioner Wiseman announced that the annual Ridgefield Association Junction meeting will be held on Monday, May 18, 2009. Brent will be a speaker at the meeting.

Marie Stephenson asked the name of the location for the 3-Port Regional Meeting. It was stated that the location for the meeting has not been determined at this time.

Lee Wells stated that in the Port of Woodland’s board minutes it was mentioned that there is no charge for royalties for the sand that they have available, provided the sand is used for public projects. 

Brent mentioned that the Millers’ Landing Redevelopment Pre-application meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 27, 2009 at 10:00 a.m. at the Port of Ridgefield conference room. He named the participants that will be attending that meeting.

10. ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business or public comments Chair Melroy made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:02 p.m. Commissioner Wiseman seconded the motion. The motion was carried. 

The next Commission meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, May 6, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. The meeting will be held at the Port of Ridgefield office in the downstairs conference room, located at 111 West Division Street in Ridgefield.

________________________________
_______________________________

Bruce Wiseman



Scott Hughes

________________________________

Joe Melroy

Respectfully submitted,

Wonder Baldwin

Administrative Assistant






PAGE  
3/4

