Port of Ridgefield

Regular Meeting

March 26, 2008
Present:
Roy Randel

Joe Melroy


Bruce Wiseman


James Taylor

Brent Grening

Scott Hughes
Randy Mueller
Bill Eling


Todd Johnson
Jeanette Ludka
Wonder Baldwin

John Crist


Roy Garrison

Scott Fraser


Norm Klam
Lee Wells

Marie Stephenson
Michael Williams
David Taylor
Absent:
Laurie Olin



John Barbieri

1. CALL TO ORDER:

Chair Bruce Wiseman called the Port of Ridgefield Commission meeting to order at the hour of 6:02 p.m.
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Chair Wiseman led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA AND MINUTES:
Commissioner Joe Melroy reviewed the minutes of the March 12, 2008 regular meeting and made the motion to approve the minutes as presented. Commissioner Roy Randel seconded the motion. The motion was carried.
4. CORRESPONDENCE:

Local Toxics Funding - Chair Wiseman stated he sent a response via e-mail to legislators regarding his concern on the funding of the Neah Bay rescue tug.  
Brent Grening read a quote from an article in the Oregonian regarding the Columbia River 

Crossing Project.
CREDC Luncheon - Those attending the March 27th luncheon are: Brent, Commissioner Randel and Michael Williams.

Port of Vancouver Newsletter - Commissioner Melroy requested to have the commissioners added to the Port of Vancouver Newsletter mailings. Wonder Baldwin will contact the Port of Vancouver to add their names to the mailing list.

Vancouver Business Journal - Brent has been asked to serve on the Advisory Board for the Vancouver Business Journal. The first Advisory Board Meeting is scheduled on June 10th at 4:00 p.m.
Lunch Workshop Series - Brent stated he received an invitation from Stoel Rives, Attorneys at Law to attend a workshop that will be held on April 3, 2008 from 12:00 – 1:30 p.m. in Portland. The topic of the workshop is Greenhouse gas.
Department of Ecology Request - Brent stated that the Department of Ecology is requesting the estimated amount of funding needs for the Port of Ridgefield for the next 10 years within the next month.  He explained that the 10 year financing plan request the Port received from Department of Ecology is a result of the recent House Bill 1761, which requires yearly updated long-term (10 years) budget request submittals by Department of Ecology and other state agencies for all grant related projects. Department of Ecology’s perspective on the House Bill 1761 was that it will protect the clean-up priority for the gas tax fund, prevent people from taking from this fund for other projects, and ensure greater assurance and incentive for beginning projects that may have more long-term funding needs. 
Daily Insider Article - Brent read an article from the Daily Insider newspaper announcing Port of Camas-Washougal Commissioner Alan Hargrave was appointed to the Port of Vancouver’s facilities staff as a project director at the Port of Vancouver.
Initial Eligibility Request - Brent stated that the Port is not eligible for an Initial Eligibility Inspection from the Department of the Army, Corps of Engineers on two privately owned levees along the Lewis River. He will check their websites for eligibility criteria.

Confluence Project – Brent stated he received an invitation to the Confluence Project’s Vancouver Land Bridge ceremonial opening on Saturday, August 23, 2008. 
5. PUBLIC COMMENT:

Scott Hughes commended the Port of Ridgefield for their efforts in coordinating the Waterfront Stakeholder’s Meeting and noted that Group Mackenzie’s consultant Todd Johnson, did an excellent job keeping everyone on task.
6. FINANCE REPORT:

Cash Balance - Jeanette Ludka reviewed the current weekly cash balance for the Port. The current balance was $5,725,510.25. Jeanette discussed the February, 2008 budget versus actual report which shows that the Port is on budget at this time.
2006 – 07 Audit Update – Brent stated that the auditor, Kirk Gresham will be meeting with the Port on Friday, March 28th to get started with the audit. A formal entrance interview will be scheduled later in April. The draft statements for the environmental liability concerning issues of GASB 49 are being reviewed. Brent explained that GASB, a national board, has changed the way the liability is booked and accounted for in the financial statements. Brent noted that the Port’s consultant, Steve Taylor has been the liaison for the Port in assisting with the guidelines for environmental liabilities and the Port now has clear guidelines. 

Chair Wiseman commented that the numbers have changed on the environmental clean-up board. Brent stated that currently steam is being conducted in “area 3”.
7. OLD BUSINESS:

Investment Policy – Brent stated there was an adjustment in the investment policy at the March 12, 2008 Port regular meeting. He will come back at a later time to present an update.
8. NEW BUSINESS:

Waterfront Planning – Randy Mueller distributed a memorandum to explain the overall feedback from the March 19th waterfront planning meeting. He thanked everyone involved and for their participation in the meeting. He stated there will be a second step which will be an open house on April 23rd, which will consist of a workshop to discuss the feedback from the meeting.
Randy stated that Todd Johnson, from Group Mackenzie who also attended the meeting has summarized the feedback received from the participants on specific uses and features of the property. Todd stated overall the event went extremely well and an immense amount of valuable input was received from the participants. Todd also stated that more input will be presented and discussed with the Commission at an April 10th meeting. 
Randy made a recommendation to the Commission to direct the Port’s attorney, Bill Eling to review the Port’s legal parameters for the following types of uses that were discussed at the stakeholder’s meeting: 

1. Leasing land to public higher education and research facilities

2. Developing/leasing land for mixed-use projects that include retail and residential uses

3. Working with private sector developers as part of a comprehensive redevelopment strategy 

4. Working with other public entities to facilitate site and infrastructure development 
Commissioner Melroy stated no money will be spent by the commission regarding residential development until clear legal parameters have been established by Bill Eling. Brent assured the Commissioners that the Port staff was only asking for direction from the commission to pursue more understanding of the legalities. He stated that the findings will be presented to the commission when completed. Commissioner Randel requested the Port staff move quickly to get the answer to the legalities resolved. Commissioner Melroy requested the Port to continue to include the public with updates of the Port’s legalities regarding residential development. Commissioner Randel made the motion for the Port of Ridgefield to adopt the recommendations to proceed with the legal considerations. Commissioner Melroy seconded the motion.
Transportation & Rail Overpass Update – Brent stated that the Port’s overpass project did not qualify for the federal stimulus package. There was discussion regarding other local projects that might qualify.
Port Joint Meeting - Brent stated Larry Paulson is requesting that at the 3-Port joint meeting there be discussion of the Columbia River Crossing Project. The proposed dates are May 6th or 7th. Brent will contact the Commissioners when a date has been confirmed.
Clark County I-5/179th Area LIFT Proposal – Brent distributed copies of the area in question. He noted that the county transportation board is asking for the Port’s support to improve the I-5/179th area. He stated that June 30th is the deadline for the support letters.
9. PUBLIC COMMENT:

Lee Wells announced that the city council will meet to discuss an additional northern route to the sewer line.
10. ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business or public comments, Commissioner Melroy motioned to adjourn the meeting of March 26, 2008. Commissioner Randel seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p.m. The next Commission meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, April 9, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. located at 111 West Division at the Port of Ridgefield office in the downstairs conference room.
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