Port of Ridgefield

Regular Meeting

March 12, 2008
Present:
R. Roy Randel


Wonder Baldwin
James Taylor


Bruce Wiseman

Brent Grening

Scott Hughes
Laurie Olin


Bill Eling

Joe Melroy
Jeanette Ludka

Randy Mueller



Roy Garrison


Scott Fraser
Lee Wells


Marie Stephenson
Michael Williams

David Taylor
1. CALL TO ORDER:

Chair Bruce Wiseman called the Port of Ridgefield Commission meeting to order at the hour of 6:02 p.m.
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Chair Wiseman led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA AND MINUTES:
Commissioner Roy Randel reviewed the minutes of the February 27, 2008 regular meeting and made the motion to approve the minutes as presented. Chair Wiseman seconded the motion. The motion was carried.
4. CORRESPONDENCE:

Local Toxics Funding the Tug: Brent Grening shared information from the Washington Public Ports Association regarding Local Toxics Funding the Tug. Brent stated that he will send the information via e-mail to the commissioners. Chair Wiseman stated he will send a response via e-mail to legislators after tonight’s meeting and encouraged the other commissioners to respond as well. Discussion followed.
S.I.O.R. Awards Breakfast: Brent distributed the program from the 2008 S.I.O.R. (Society of Industrial Office Realtors) Awards breakfast. He commented that the Port’s consultant, Scott Fraser submitted the Discovery Pointe Transaction for an award. 

5. PUBLIC COMMENT:

Warren Rust asked how the Neah Bay Rescue Tug would be funded through the Local Toxics Funding.
Brent stated the information noted the Neah Bay Rescue tug would be funded year-round through the Local Toxics Account. He also stated this could potentially be a $1.4 million transfer from this account in the next year.

Commissioner Joe Melroy stated that the Local Toxics Account was specifically voted by the state to fund potential oil spills. 

6. BUDGET HEARING:
Port of Ridgefield 2007 Supplemental Budget – Chair Wiseman suspended the regular Port of Ridgefield meeting at 6:15 p.m. to discuss the supplemental budget. He made a presentation to the audience and distributed a copy of the 2007 Port of Ridgefield Supplemental Budget. He noted that the budget authority was being adjusted for the Port’s needs. Commissioner Melroy stated the hearing will center on the total budget of each item. Brent reiterated that the hearing is for a budget adjustment to authorize budget authority for the Port’s needs in 2007.
Brent discussed in detail the following items: 

· Marina Outside Services
· Lake River Outside Services

· Lake River Maintenance & Supply
· Lake River General

· Lake River Utilities

· Lake River General

· Lake River Utilities
· Lake River Wages

· BP Outside Services

· Administrative Wages

· Administrative Outside Services

· Administrative General

· Administrative Marketing

· Administrative Utilities

Lee Wells requested to have the supplemental budget a week in advance to have more time for comments at the meeting. Commissioner Melroy stated that this is an adjustment of the Port’s budget only.

There being no additional testimony, Chair Wiseman adjourned the Budget Hearing at 6:30 p.m. and reconvened with the regular meeting.
7. FINANCE REPORT:

2007 Supplemental Budget – Commissioner Melroy made a motion to approve the 2007 supplemental budget with adjusted budget authority of $1,052,912.91. Commissioner Randel seconded the motion. The motion was carried. 
Payments of Bills – Completed by Jeanette Ludka, reviewed and approved by Commissioner Melroy. Commissioner Melroy made a motion to approve the payment of the bills; the motion was carried to pay the bills. Chair Wiseman seconded the motion. The Port has paid $278,046.66 in invoices and payroll since the last commission approval of the bills.

Investment Policy Resolution – Bill Eling, the Port’s attorney stated that the commission has modified section four of the investment policy and Resolution No. 08-184 is being adopted. He stated that the Port had limited itself in the previous investment policy and there was no legal reason to do so and noted this was taken from RCW 39.59. Bill stated that the new resolution will allow the Port to invest in the sale of property and noted that Bank of Clark County is in compliance and the investment insurance will be protected. 
Commissioner Melroy made a motion to adopt the new investment policy resolution. Chair Wiseman seconded the motion to adopt the new investment policy for the Port of Ridgefield. The motion was carried.
Cash Balance - Brent stated that the Port has sold all of the bonds from the A.G. Edwards money market account. He stated the Port will purchase on tomorrow five 2-year CDs for $200,000.00 each for a total of $1 million with an interest rate of 4.8%. The Port will also purchase a one year CD for $2.5 million with an interest rate of 4.4%.  
General Fund – Brent stated there were no changes in the general fund.
8. OLD BUSINESS:

Regional Sewer Planning – Lee Wells stated that the City of Ridgefield Planning Committee will meet to discuss expanding the business district of Ridgefield. He stated the committee will address the vision of long-term school sites. He also stated that the committee is concerned about the Port’s allowed uses. He invited the Port of Ridgefield to attend the meeting to provide their input. Laurie Olin requested documentation as to how the expansion will benefit the city of Ridgefield. Lee stated this will increase growth for the community. Commissioner Melroy confirmed the commission will attend the meeting.

Lee stated that the city council will hold a public meeting on March 13, 2008 to discuss the three annexations and noted that the property owners are in agreement.  

An invitation was announced from Northwest Natural Gas to attend a luncheon on April 3, 2008.

9. NEW BUSINESS:

Columbia River Crossing Update – Commissioner Randel gave a brief update on the Columbia River Crossing. He wanted a consensus of how the Commissioners wanted him to proceed on behalf of the Port of Ridgefield. Commissioners Wiseman and Melroy stated they would like to see the bridge replaced. 

PNWA – Brent gave a brief report on he and Randy’s meeting with the state legislators at the 2008 Pacific Northwest Waterways Association Mission in Washington DC. 
Randy Mueller gave a brief business development report on the following topics:

Update: Joint city of La Center/Port of Ridgefield meeting – The first joint meeting of the Port commission and the La Center city council is scheduled for Wednesday, April 16 in La Center. Any agenda items for the meeting can be given to Brent or Randy.

Waterfront Planning – A stakeholder interview and focus group meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, March 19 at 5:30 p.m. There will be various volunteers from the community that will answer questions and provide feedback on the Port’s plans for the Ridgefield waterfront. The next public open house event for the waterfront planning is scheduled for Wednesday, April 23 at the Ridgefield Community Center. At this time, additional comments will be solicited from the public at large and draft use concepts will be displayed.

“Triangle” property – This piece of property is on the Ridgefield waterfront (the “triangle” piece) and the ownership is unclear. The commission has directed staff to pursue acquiring this property through the appropriate legal avenues. The next step in this process will be a public hearing by the commission, determining if there is a public need and initiating condemnation proceedings.

North Pole Yard annexation – The Port’s Lake River property is inside the urban growth area but outside the city limits of Ridgefield. The property in question is part of the area referred to as the North Pole Yard. The commission has directed staff to pursue annexation of this property into the city. The first hearing with the city is scheduled for Thursday, April 10.

Industrial Park property transfer – The Port owns portions of properties in the old industrial park which are considered undevelopable. The city needs some of the land for use with their water tower, therefore the city and Port staffs have determined to transfer some of the property to city. The Port staff is in negotiation with the city and will present the outcome to the commission for approval.
10. PUBLIC COMMENT:

Commissioner Randel announced a 10 – 4 victory win for the Ridgefield Men’s Varsity Baseball Team. 
11. ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business or public comment, Commissioner Randel motioned to adjourn the meeting of March 12, 2008. Chair Wiseman seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m. The next Commission meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, March 26, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. located at 111 West Division at the Port of Ridgefield downstairs conference room.
________________________________
             ______________________________

Roy Randel




Bruce Wiseman

________________________________
Joe Melroy
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