Port of Ridgefield

Regular Meeting Minutes

December 9, 2009

Present:
Joe Melroy

Scott Hughes

Bill Eling


Brent Grening
Laurie Olin

Rhidian Morgan
Jeanette Ludka
Scott Fraser

Gary Adkins

Todd Johnson
Michael Williams
Wonder Baldwin

Ron Onslow

John Barbieri

Alan Hughes
Jon Babcock

Dennis Mason
1. CALL TO ORDER:

Chair Joe Melroy called the Port of Ridgefield Commission meeting to order at the hour of 10:00 a.m.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Chair Melroy led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA AND MINUTES:
Commissioner Scott Hughes reviewed the minutes of the October 13, 2009 APEX meeting and the November 25, 2009 regular meeting and made motions to approve both minutes as presented. Chair Melroy seconded the motions. The motions were carried.

4. CORRESPONDENCE:
Comments on the following were made by Brent Grening:
Port of Ridgefield advertisements were published in the Site Selection and Expansion Magazines, marketing the Port of Ridgefield.

He reported on the status of potential funding from Washington D.C. for the Ridgefield Railroad Overpass Project. He stated the bill is waiting to be signed in the Senate. The Port of Ridgefield will proceed with the design process once they are sure of the amount of funding for the project. 

Law Seminars International is offering a Real Estate conference in Seattle Washington at the Renaissance Seattle Hotel on February 8 – 9, 2009. 
Brent attended a PubTalk meeting on Wednesday, December 2, 2009. He explained that PubTalk is a partnership consisting of the Southwest Washington Workforce Development Council and Oregon Entrepreneurs Network (OEN) to bring a vital connection with the world of entrepreneurship to Southwest Washington. The meetings are held bi-monthly on the third Wednesday. The dates for the next upcoming meetings are February 17, 2010 and April 21, 2010 from 5:15 – 7:00 pm at Gustav’s Restaurant in Vancouver.
He briefly explained the application process regarding applying for an energy efficiency and renewable energy grant and loan with the Department of Commerce. He stated the Port of Ridgefield staff are working with the Ports of Vancouver and Camas-Washougal on applying for these dollars.
5. CALL FOR PUBLIC COMMENT:

Clark County Fire and Rescue: Fire Chief Dennis Mason stated that in January 2010 the Clark County Fire & Rescue will begin transitioning the staffing arrangement at Ridgefield Fire Station 24 from paid firefighters to resident and volunteer firefighters. He distributed a handout that explained how the transition decision was made, the 2010 budget, the emergency services and other impacts from the staffing change.
6. FINANCE REPORT:

Payment of the Bills: The payment of the bills were prepared by Jeanette Ludka and reviewed by Chair Joe Melroy. Chair Melroy stated he reviewed the bills and found them to be in order. Jeanette stated the Port received invoices totaling $446,978.33. Commissioner Hughes made a motion to approve the payment of the bills for the month of December. Chair Melroy seconded the motion. The motion was carried to pay the bills. 
Jeanette Ludka stated there are no changes in the cash balance and graph fund reports.

November Budget vs. Actual Report: Jeanette gave a status report on the income and expenses for November.
7. OLD BUSINESS:

Brent stated port staff met with Southwest Washington Medical Center staff regarding their proposed extension request. They will get back with the Port of Ridgefield on their position with the City of Ridgefield.
8. NEW BUSINESS:

Swearing in of commissioner:  Commissioner Scott Hughes read and signed the Oath of Office affirming to perform the duties of the office of Commissioner-District 2, Ridgefield Port District in and for Clark County Washington. 
Resolution 09-204 Amendment: This resolution is to set the tax levy for the 2010 budget. The county recalculated the amount to keep the number balanced. Commissioner Scott Hughes made a motion to amend the dollar amounts in this resolution. Chair Melroy seconded the motion. The motion was carried.

Resolution 09-205: This resolution of the Port of Ridgefield’s Board of Commissioners Authorizing an Increase in Tax Capacity for Taxes Payable in 2010. Commissioner Scott Hughes made a motion to approve this resolution. Chair Melroy seconded the motion. The motion was carried.
Real Estate Update - Southwest Washington Medical Center: Covered earlier under old business.
9. CALL FOR PUBLIC COMMENT:

None
10. ADJOURNMENT:

The meeting adjourned at 10:40 p.m. with no further business or public comments.

The next Commission meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, December 23, 2009 at 10:00 a.m. The meeting will be held at the Port of Ridgefield office in the downstairs conference room, located at 111 West Division Street in Ridgefield.

________________________________
_______________________________

Joe Melroy




Scott Hughes

Respectfully submitted by

Wonder Baldwin
Administrative Assistant
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