Port of Ridgefield

Regular Meeting Minutes

November 26, 2008

Present:
Joe Melroy

Bruce Wiseman 
Scott Fraser



Brent Grening 
Bill Eling

Michael Williams
Wonder Baldwin
Lee Wells

Scott Hughes

Jeanette Ludka
Laurie Olin

Gary Adkins



Heather Stephens
Allene Wodaege
John Dingethal

David Morgan
Bill Kennedy

Ron Onslow

Denny Kiggins
Neil Kimsey

Jim Walker
Presenters:
Heather Stephens
John Peterson

Absent: 
Randy Mueller

1. CALL TO ORDER:

Chair Bruce Wiseman called the Port of Ridgefield Commission meeting to order at the hour of 6:10 p.m.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Chair Wiseman led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA AND MINUTES:
Commissioner Joe Melroy reviewed the minutes of the November 12, 2008 regular meeting and made the motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Chair Bruce Wiseman seconded the motion. The motion was carried.

4. CORRESPONDENCE:

Brent Grening reviewed the following correspondences: 

He stated the North Pole Yard annexation is on the agenda for discussion at the December 4th Ridgefield City Council meeting.

He also stated Hal Heimstra from Washington D.C. will include the Port’s request in the Stimulus Package.

5. CALL FOR PUBLIC COMMENT:

Allene Woodaege on behalf of the Friends of the Refuge Committee thanked the Port for allowing them to use the conference room for their monthly committee meetings.
She also proposed the discussion to name an area in Ridgefield in honor of Commissioner Roy Randel. Commissioner Melroy stated the Port is in the process of deciding the area at this time.

6. FINANCE REPORT:

Cash Report:  Jeanette Ludka reviewed the current weekly cash balance for the Port and stated there were no changes from last week. Brent Grening stated the Port’s current checking account interest rate is 4.5% but noted the Bank of Clark County has adjusted the Port’s rate to 3.25% effective November 21, 2008. He explained that the Port’s other deposits are in CD’s and those rates are locked in. 

7. OLD BUSINESS: 

There was no old business to discuss.

8. NEW BUSINESS:
Regional Sewer Study Overview Presentation:  Brent Grening introduced the representatives from the Clark Regional Wastewater District: Commissioner Kimsey, John Peterson, Heather Stephens and Commissioner Kiggins. John Peterson stated they are here to present project objectives of the North County Focus which consists of the City of Battle Ground, City of La Center, City of Ridgefield and the Town of Yacolt. 

Heather discussed the 20-year and 50-year projections. Gary Adkins asked the dollar value on the stages of the projections. Heather stated the 50-year vision is estimated at $975 million in capital expenses. Lee Wells asked the projected cost for the City of Ridgefield. John Peterson answered $12 to $15 million.  

Commissioner Melroy thanked them for presenting the project to the Port of Ridgefield.

Ridgefield Interchange Funding Update:  Commissioner Melroy stated he and Mayor Onslow had a productive meeting with Don Wagner from the Washington State Department of Transportation. Their discussion focused on the City and Port’s desire to submit the Ridgefield Interchange project  for funding under the proposed federal stimulus package. He stated the WSDOT has agreed to move the project forward for funding. Commissioner Melroy stated he will meet with legislators in Washington D.C. next week to help expedite this process. He thanked Lee Wells for his suggestion to meet with Don Wagner. 

Lee Wells inquired about the engineering process of the interchange. Commissioner Melroy stated the engineering process is not available at the time. Mayor Onslow stated the stimulus package for the infrastructure for this project should be approved. 

David Morgan stated in his opinion, individuals could lobby to WSDOT by writing letters in support of the interchange project.

Commission Selection Update: Brent stated the Port will meet on the 1st and 3rd Wednesday for the month of December instead of the 2nd and 4th.  He explained the purpose of the change is to provide an opportunity to the four candidates to interview in a public session. The dates are scheduled for Wednesday, December 3rd and 17th.

Brent noted the position has been announced in The Columbian and The Reflector newspapers. He is hopeful that the new commissioner will be sworn in by December 31, 2008. Mayor Onslow commented that Ridgefield has multiples of talented individuals and the four candidates that have applied are outstanding individuals. Commissioner Melroy reiterated to say Ridgefield does has great and good quality people. He is pleased with the candidates that have shown interest in the position. The candidates in the audience were acknowledged.

9. CALL FOR PUBLIC COMMENT:

There were no additional public comments at this time.

10. ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business or public comments, Chair Wiseman adjourned the meeting of November 26, 2008 at 7:16 p.m. 

The next Commission meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, December 3, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. The meeting will be held at the Port of Ridgefield office in the downstairs conference room, located at 111 West Division Street in Ridgefield.

________________________________
_______________________________

Bruce Wiseman



Joe Melroy

Respectfully submitted,

Wonder Baldwin

Administrative Assistant
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