Port of Ridgefield

Regular Meeting Minutes

October 8, 2008

Present:
Joe Melroy

Bruce Wiseman (via conference call)


Brent Grening 
Randy Mueller
Bill Eling

Michael Williams
Wonder Baldwin
Lee Wells

James Taylor

Ron Onslow

Jeanette Ludka
Absent:
Roy Randel

Laurie Olin
1. CALL TO ORDER:

Commissioner Joe Melroy called the Port of Ridgefield Commission meeting to order at the hour of 6:00 p.m.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Commissioner Melroy led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA AND MINUTES:
Commissioner Melroy reviewed the minutes of the September 24, 2008 regular meeting and made the motion to approve the minutes as presented.  Chair Bruce Wiseman seconded the motion. The motion was carried.

4. CORRESPONDENCE:

Brent Grening reviewed the following correspondences: 
He received the Proposed 2009 WPPA budget from the president that included the dues amount for the Port.  He noted the proposed WPPA budget will be voted on by the Board of Trustees at the Annual Meeting on November 21, 2008 at the Hotel Murano. 
The Birdfest Event is October 11 -12, 2008. The event is hosted by the Friends of Ridgefield National Wildlife Refuge.
The Port of Ridgefield is invited to attend a ribbon cutting ceremony coordinated by the Battle Ground Community Center on October 16, 2008 to celebrate the completion of their new building.

5. CALL FOR PUBLIC COMMENT:

There were no public comments at this time.
6. FINANCE REPORT:
Payments of Bills:  The payment of bills were completed by Jeanette Ludka, reviewed and approved by Commissioner Melroy. Commissioner Melroy made a motion to approve the payment of the bills for the month of October. Chairman Wiseman seconded the motion. The motion was carried to pay the bills. Jeanette stated that the Port has paid $457,059.02 in invoices and payroll since the last Commission approval of the bills. 
Cash Balance: Jeanette stated the state rate for September has not been made available at this time.
7. OLD BUSINESS: 
Commissioner Melroy asked the amount of sponsorship the Port of Ridgefield would sponsor this year for the Birdfest event. Brent stated the Port of Ridgefield is sponsoring $1,500 for this year’s Birdfest event. 
8. NEW BUSINESS:

WSDOT Ribbon Cutting Ceremony - Brent stated that he, Commissioner Melroy and Randy Mueller will be attending the Washington State Department of Transportation 219th Street ribbon cutting ceremony on Wednesday, October 15th from noon until 2:00 p.m. 
2009 Port of Ridgefield APEX Meeting - Brent announced the Port of Ridgefield will be attending their (APEX) Annual Planning Expedition Meeting on October 13 – 14, 2008. He stated this is a yearly meeting for the commissioners and staff to plan next year’s budget for the Port of Ridgefield. The meeting will be held at the Bonneville Hot Springs Resort in Bonneville Washington. 
Simpson and Boutwell Properties – Brent announced the Port of Ridgefield will close on the purchase of the Simpson and Boutwell properties tomorrow at 3:00 p.m.
9. CALL FOR PUBLIC COMMENT:

James Taylor expressed his interest in the development of the Ridgefield Waterfront property. Commissioner Melroy thanked him for his interest and encouraged him to continue to participate in the commission meetings. James asked to review the Port’s Waterfront development plan to provide him a better understanding on the Railroad Overpass Project. 
James asked how the roundabout affects the truck traffic coming through the town of Ridgefield and how this will affect his trucking business coming through town. Commissioner Melroy explained that the roundabout has made it easier for truckers to maneuver their trucks through town and is cost effective in controlling traffic.

James asked if the property east of the sold 75 acres would be used to support job development. It was stated this property has been zoned by the city for job development and industrial use. Mayor Ron Onslow stated that at his meeting with Jeanie Harris, she is supportive of more planning for the county.

10. ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business or public comments, Commissioner Melroy adjourned the meeting of October 8, 2008 at 6:18 p.m. 

The next Commission meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, October 22, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. The meeting will be held at the Port of Ridgefield office in the downstairs conference room, located at 111 West Division Street in Ridgefield.

________________________________
_______________________________

Bruce Wiseman



Joe Melroy

Respectfully submitted,

Wonder Baldwin

Administrative Assistant






PAGE  
1

