Port of Ridgefield

Regular Meeting Minutes

October 28, 2009

Present:
Joe Melroy

Scott Hughes

Bill Eling

Randy Mueller
Jeanette Ludka
John Barbieri


Scott Fraser

Steve Taylor

Gary Adkins

Alan Hughes

Dianne Perry

Laura Hicks

Lee Wells

Rhidian Morgan

1. CALL TO ORDER:

Chair Joe Melroy called the Port of Ridgefield Commission meeting to order at the hour of 10:00 a.m.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Chair Melroy led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA AND MINUTES:
Commissioner Scott Hughes reviewed the minutes of the October 14, 2009 regular meeting and made the motion to approve the minutes as presented. Chair Melroy seconded the motion. The motion was carried.

4. CORRESPONDENCE:

The correspondence was presented by Randy Mueller, Clark Regional Wastewater announced a reception in honor of an award they had won.  The Community Pride Design Award will be presented Friday, November 13, 2009 starting at 2:30 and ending at 4:30.  The Association of Pacific Ports announcing a November 5th Seminar in San Francisco. 

5. CALL FOR PUBLIC COMMENT:

Gary Adkins asked about the newspaper article concerning the Port’s retreat.  Joe reported on the retreat and the answers that were given to the Columbian reporter.

6. FINANCE REPORT:

Jeanette Ludka presented the cash balance report and cash graph for the week of 10/26/09.

She presented the September, 2009 Budget vs. Actual Report and stated that revenues were over projected budget and operating expenses were down from projected percentages for this point in the year.

The 2010 Draft Operating and Capital budgets were presented to the Commissioners and public.  The hearing on the 2010 Operating and Capital budgets will be held November 25th, 2009 at the regular Port meeting held at 10:00 am. 

7. OLD BUSINESS:

None

8. NEW BUSINESS:

Dianne Perry, Senior Project Manager for the Columbia River Channel Improvement Project and Laura Hicks, Project Manager for the Corps of Engineers on this project presented an overview of the Channel Deepening project that will be starting November 1, 2009 and continuing through February 28, 2010.  This group is comprised of the Ports of Portland, St Helens, Longview, Kalama, Woodland and Vancouver.  The Columbia supports shipping from eleven western states and is 1st in the nation for wheat exports.  

This project’s objectives are to maximize freight mobility investments in the area and to reduce pressure on the transportation system.

Two major areas of work will be on Slaughter’s Bar in Longview, and on the basalt across from St. Helens near the mouth of Lake River, which will require blasting.  This is a 52 million dollar project with the major contractors being Contract Drilling & Blasting, LLC and Aimone-Martin Assoc., LLC.

The blasting will take place from November 1, 2009 through February 28, 2010, generally at sunrise and sunset for 100 days.  There are safety zone restrictions in the area.  The web site set up information on this process is www.crci-project.info.  Boaters can receive information on VHF channel 16; kayakers have a phone number to call, which is: 503-396-9893.  Everyone must receive permission from the Blaster in charge to proceed through the area.

There will be ten to sixteen other small boats in the area to monitor the blasting, fish, etc.

Joe thanked them for their presentation and asked for a progress report in about a month’s time.

Laura said they would do that and also that if the Commissioners would like to see the blasting that could be arranged after the test period was over.

9. CALL FOR PUBLIC COMMENT:

None

10. ADJOURNMENT:

There being no further business or public comments the meeting adjourned at 11:09 a.m.

The next Commission meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, November 25, 2009 at 10:00 a.m. The meeting will be held at the Port of Ridgefield office in the downstairs conference room, located at 111 West Division Street in Ridgefield.

________________________________
_______________________________

Joe Melroy




Scott Hughes

Respectfully submitted by

Jeanette Ludka

Accounting Manager
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