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Clark County ranks among healthiest counties in Washington 
Vancouver, WA—A new report released yesterday by the University of Wisconsin Population Health Institute and the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation ranks Clark County eighth among Washington’s 39 counties in the category of health outcomes, which measures overall health status. 
The County Health Rankings compare counties within each state by using a standard formula to measure how healthy people are and how long they live.  The report is intended to mobilize community leaders to learn what makes residents unhealthy and invest in programs and policies that improve health. 
The report also ranks counties according to health factors, such as individual behavior, quality of health care, education and jobs, access to healthy foods, air quality and others. Clark County ranked 18th in the health factors category.  This ranking, together with information from other reports, may suggest priority health issues. 
“The County Health Rankings is one of six recent studies that offer us information about health in Clark County,” said John Wiesman, Director of Clark County Public Health. “These will be very useful as we develop our next four-year strategic plan and look for opportunities to strengthen public health partnerships.” 
Health in Clark County: common findings and themes from recent reports:

Areas for improvement:
· Access to care.

· Inequities among different socioeconomic groups.

· Disparities based on where people live. 

· More convenience stores and fewer supermarkets in low-income neighborhoods, reducing access to healthy foods. 

· Overweight and obesity. 

· Diabetes. 
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· Binge drinking. 
· Physical activity and nutrition. 
· Low-income neighborhoods have more convenience stores and fewer supermarkets; this reduces access to healthy foods.
· Childhood immunization records.

· Rates of Chlamydia. 
· Maternal smoking and early prenatal care. 
Relative strengths:
· Good neighborhood association networks promote community connectedness.
· Food inspections and septic inspections. 
· Low rates of premature births, births to mothers younger than 18, births to mothers older than 40, births to unmarried women, infant mortality, neonatal infant mortality, breast cancer, colon cancer, heart disease, homicide and motor vehicle injuries.

· Relatively low smoking rates.

· Strong community partnerships, including health system partners. 
Report information: 
· County Health Rankings: www.countyhealthrankings.org
· Community Choices: Community Report Card 2009: www.clarkcommunitychoices.org 
· Community Assessment, Planning, and Evaluation Report: For more information contact Clark County Public Health at 397-8489. 
· Community Health Status Report: www.communityhealth.hhs.gov 

· America’s Health Rankings (state level): www.americashealthrankings.org 
· Local Public Health Indicators: www.doh.wa.gov/PHIP/khi/lphi/overview.htm 
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